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TO AMEMBASSY CANBERRA NIACT IMMEDIATE 
INFO CINCPAC HONOLULU HI PRIORITY 
CINCPACFLT PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON PRIORITY 

SECRET STATE 090496 

EXDIS, MILITARY ADDEES HANDLE AS SPECAT EXCLUSIVE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MARR, PFOR, AS 

SUBJECT: GOA POLICY ON US SHIP VISITS 
CINCPAC ALSO FOR POLAD 
REF: A. CANBERRA 2401 
B. CINCPACFLT 1103132 APR 

1. IF USG DOES NOT IMMEDIATELY ATTEMPT TO CLARIFY GOA 
POLICY ON (NON-NPW) SHIP VISITS, AS MENTIONED REF A, WE 

WILL BE LEFT WITH AN "INFORMAL TURN DOWN" WHICH WILL CREATE 
A PRECEDENT TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE IN TERMS OF THE KIND OF 
ALLIANCE RELATIONSHIP WE HAVE HAD WITH AUSTRALIA. 

2. CONSEQUENTLY, EMBASSY SHOULD PROCEED THROUGH NORMAL 
CHANNELS WITH THE FORMAL REQUEST TO THE GOA FOR DIPLOMATIC 
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FREMANTLE IN CONNECTION WITH MAY CORAL SEA CELEBRATIONS, 

DESCRIBED IN REF B YOU MAY CONFIRM THAT NONE OF THE 
SHIPS INVOLVED ARE NPW'S. KISSINGER 
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